Study Time #37




Ephesians 5:1-2
“Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.  And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.”
· Paul immediately starts out by commanding believers to “imitate God.”  First of all, what does it mean to be an “imitator?”  An imitator is one who follows or copies the actions or attitudes of another.  There are good people to imitate and there are plenty of bad people to imitate.  But how can we really imitate God?

· Paul adds, “as beloved children.”  Meaning, if we are truly a child of God’s, we will desire to imitate God.  There is a distinction between “imitating” God and “being” God.  We can never “be” God because we are sinful and there is only ONE God.  You may imitate the best ballet dancer, gymnast, or soccer player but you could never ever be them.

· In verse 2, here comes the first “walk.”  What does Paul command the Ephesians to do concerning the word ‘walk?”

· How are they to “walk in love?”

· Christ did not fight for His power or rights; even though He deserved to.  Instead, Christ showed his true love for us with the actions of His sacrifice.  How many people, that you know personally, are willing to sacrifice themselves in order to show you their love?
· We will see much later in chapter 5, how Paul brings this verse into the context of marriage.  

Application

How easy is it for you to lay down you wants and wishes in order to express a true sacrificial love to a friend or a member of your family to be an imitator of Christ?  Write down an example where it was hard to do that and an example where Christ was really working in you to be able to do that.
